
Lend a Hand to Kilifi Kids this Summer!

Summers are typically a time of relaxation and recreation, when time spent at the office or on the job lessons and life
moves at an easier pace.  Yet, while others may be spending most of their free time in leisurely pursuits, you have the
opportunity this summer to change the world and increase the health and education of thousands of school aged
children in Kilifi, Kenya through a serious of humanitarian projects (details at www.kilifikids.org).  The broad strokes
of this world community service project are outlined; nevertheless, a large amount of work will be required in order to
realize success.  Notably, there are five committees on which to serve, whether you are able to give a few hours of
your time or offer a regular commitment:

1. Fundraising Committee—The goal of this project is nothing less than to transform the Kilifi community.  In
order to pursue this ambitious goal, significant capital needs to be raised, with a goal of $90,000 by the end of this
summer.  Thus, one of the most critical tasks of this project is fundraising, in which several avenues exist:

a. Club Participation—One of the most effective means of raising funds is through Rotary club
participation, where every dollar could potentially be matched on a 4:1 basis (after District and
Foundation matching).  We are looking for leaders who will educate club officers and encourage your
club’s financial support.

b. District Participation—Rotarians have many friends, several of whom are Rotarians in other clubs in and
outside their districts.  As this project is scalable (more funds = more educated kids), we are selecting
district fundraising chairs to lead district campaigning in gathering total district participation.

c. Individual Participation—Your participation is not limited to your Rotary club, as you have the ability to
individually and securely donate online at www.kilifikids.org.  We encourage you, your family, your
friends, and your colleagues to donate any amount to this worthy cause.  (Please feel free to pass this
information to as many individuals as you wish and can.)

d. Inter-District Participation— A fundraising strength of the project so far is that clubs from three different
districts are involved, meaning there is a wide array of matching funds for the project.  Ideas and legwork
to find more interested clubs in other districts would go a very long way.

2. Program Expertise Committees— These committees will provide support to the Rotarians who are heading up the
project in Kilifi.  The two focuses will be Best Practices and Sustainability.  We hope to build upon Rotary’s rich
history of best practices: we have a list of related successful projects from RI and are seeking leaders to contact
these clubs and tap their knowledge.  Also, we need to keep our focus on self-sufficiency for these projects:
Entrepreneurs and creative thinkers are encouraged to offer ideas for income-generation to support project
operations in the future.

a. Health CommitteeÑ We intend to model this component (administering de-worming pills) around a past
initiative undertaken by the Kilifi District Hospital and AMREF, and are seeking persons who could
conduct research and work with these partners to plan a successful program.

b. Scholarship Program Committee—As we intend to sponsor 50-75 students for 4 years of high school,
we need to develop a fair and easily manageable method to select and monitor scholarship recipients.

c. Computer Labs & Training Committee—We have secured funds to purchase roughly 100 computers in
partnership with a well-respected charity, Digital Links International, and require assistance in working
with this partner to design and implement a training session to be used in teaching by schoolteachers.

d. Interact Club Exchange Committee—Because we are working with high school students, US Interact
clubs have a great opportunity to correspond with Kenyan secondary students.  We hope to develop a pen
pal system that allows students to connect through the Internet and create meaningful learning
opportunities.

Any assistance is warmly welcomed.  We sincerely thank you for your interest in this project.  Please feel free to
contact the following with questions and requests to get involved:

Marc Olsen, Rotary Club of Vinings (Atlanta, GA), marc_olsen@kilifikids.org, 404-273-3765


